
 

 

 

 

 
 

Date: July 2, 2020 

To: Knob Noster Public Schools Community 

From: Superintendent Jerrod Wheeler 

RE: Covid-19 Update – Johnson County Face Covering Order 

 

Dear Knob Noster Public Schools Community, 

I hope this memo finds you well and that you enjoy a safe and healthy Fourth of July Holiday weekend that is ahead! 

I am writing in response to the Public Health Order issued by Johnson County Community Health Services yesterday afternoon 

requiring the use of face coverings.  This order takes effect at 12:00 a.m. on Monday, July 6, and expires at 12:00 a.m. on Tuesday, 

July 28, unless extended.  A copy of this order is included with this memo. As it applies to Knob Noster Public Schools, the order 

states, in part: 

1.  When in a place of public accommodation or public indoor space…individuals are required to wear a face covering that covers the 

nose and mouth simultaneously. 

 b. Face coverings are not required inside a solitary, enclosed workspace such as an office. 

2.  When in a public outdoor space…individuals are required to wear a face covering that covers the nose and mouth simultaneously. 

c. Face coverings are not required when individuals can absolutely guarantee that they will be able to maintain social 

distancing at least 6 feet apart from all others. 

Accordingly, Knob Noster Public Schools will require face coverings for all employees, students, and other visitors in alignment to 

this health order.  This will include all activities, with the exception of any outdoor activity in which all individuals can effectively 

maintain social distancing.  The majority of current sporting activities (including all indoor activities and most outdoor activities) will 

require face coverings.  Likewise, our upcoming 2020 Commencement will now require face coverings. 

Local law enforcement has been directed to enforce this Public Health Order. 

Governor Parson’s Phase II Reopening Remains in Effect 

On June 16, Governor Parson took a second step to reopen Missouri through Phase II Reopening, requiring “no statewide public 

health order.” This effectively lifted all statewide restrictions.  However, this Phase II Reopening also empowered local officials to 

impose health orders based on localized considerations.   

Fall Return to School and Potential Second Closure Planning 

As we look ahead to the fall, the district is contingency planning based on the best information and predictions available at this time. 

At this time, the district is planning to offer a full time physical option that will resemble a “normal” school schedule.  Along with this 

option, the district will require a number of safeguards with a focus on: (1) The overall health and safety of all individuals involved, 

and (2) The application of safeguards that are practical, impactful, attainable, and reasonable in scope.  More details will follow. 

In addition to the physical option, the district is planning to offer a 100% virtual option, for those families who do not feel comfortable 

returning to the physical setting. A survey on these options will be sent soon. 

The district is also preparing for a potential second shut down as we transition to fall/winter and as we approach the November 

election. Recently, the Board of Education approved the purchase of 1100 new student devices to replenish our current student devices 

and also replaced all employee devices.  Many of these student and employee devices were nearing end of life.  The district is also 

evaluating multiple programs that could further enhance and help provide comprehensive reliability and validity to our virtual 

delivery. 
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School Start Date 

As a reminder from our recent communication, the district is no longer considering an early start and is scheduled to return to school 

on August 24, 2020. 

Happy Fourth of July 

Thank you for your time to review this memo.  As always, we appreciate your partnership and understanding as we work together to 

serve our students and community.  Please reach out to our team if we may be of assistance.  From the KNPS family to yours, we hope 

you enjoy Independence Day weekend 2020 as we join together as a country to celebrate the freedoms enjoyed as Americans. 

Very Respectfully, 

 

Jerrod H. Wheeler, Ed. D. 

Superintendent of Schools 

  



 



 



 



 


